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IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR RESEARCHERS APPLYING FOR ETHICS APPROVAL:

You are not compelled to use this pro-forma. It is provided as a convenience to those applicants who do not already have a preamble letter. Feel free to write your own letter!
Please delete any information not applicable to your project and expand/amend as deemed appropriate. 

Ensure that the language used in this letter is appropriate to the specific circumstances (e.g. age) of the intended recipient. 

Faculty of xxxx

Nelson Mandela University
Tel: +27 (0)41 504-xxxx  Fax: +27 (0)41-504-xxxx

E-mail Faculty Chairperson:     xxxx@mandela.ac.za
Date XXXX  
Ref: (Reference Number supplied upon granting of ethics approval)
Contact person:  XXXX
Dear

You are being asked to participate in a research study.  We will provide you with the necessary information to assist you to understand the study and explain what would be expected of you (participant). These guidelines would include the risks, benefits, and your rights as a study subject.  Please feel free to ask the researcher to clarify anything that is not clear to you.  

To participate, it will be required of you to provide a written consent that will include your signature, date and initials to verify that you understand and agree to the conditions.

You have the right to query concerns regarding the study at any time. Immediately report any new problems during the study, to the researcher.  Telephone numbers of the researcher are provided.  Please feel free to call these numbers.   

Furthermore, it is important that you are aware of the fact that the ethical integrity of the study has been approved by the Research Ethics Committee (Human) of the university. The REC-H consists of a group of independent experts that has the responsibility to ensure that the rights and welfare of participants in research are protected and that studies are conducted in an ethical manner.  Studies cannot be conducted without REC-H’s approval.  Queries with regard to your rights as a research subject can be directed to the Research Ethics Committee (Human), Department of Research Capacity Development, PO Box 77000, Nelson Mandela University, Port Elizabeth, 6031.
If no one could assist you, you may write to: The Chairperson of the Faculty Postgraduate Studies Committee, PO Box 77000, Nelson Mandela University, Port Elizabeth, 6031.

Participation in research is completely voluntary.  You are not obliged to take part in any research.  If you choose not to participate in medically related research, your present and/or future medical care will not be affected in any way and you will incur no penalty and/or loss of benefits to which you may otherwise be entitled.

If you do partake, you have the right to withdraw at any given time, during the study without penalty or loss of benefits.  However, if you do withdraw from the study, you should return for a final discussion or examination in order to terminate the research in an orderly manner.

If you fail to follow instructions, or if your medical condition changes in such a way that the researcher believes that it is not in your best interest to continue in this study, or for administrative reasons, your participation maybe discontinued.  The study may be terminated at any time by the researcher, the sponsor or the Research Ethics Committee (Human). 

Although your identity will at all times remain confidential, the results of the research study may be presented at scientific conferences or in specialist publications. 

This informed consent statement has been prepared in compliance with current statutory guidelines.

Yours sincerely

XXXX

RESEARCHER

